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Bohemian
Cheapness

Interview with Jaroslav Kubera,
Mayor of the Border City of Teplice
in the Czech Republic

Teplice, in the Czech Republic, is a mid-sized town with
a population of around 50.000 inhabitants in Northern
— Bohemia, and is located only 15km from the Ger-
man border. Since 1989 Teplice has become popular
as a result of its thriving sex industry. The area around
Teplice has been branded Europe’s biggest brothel by
more than the occasional commentator. Cheap prod-
ucts such as cheap gas, cheap food and cheap sex
combined with increasing gambling opportunities have
attracted hundreds of thousands of German consum-
ers since the demise of the USSR who cross the border
and indulge themselves in the “Las Vegas of the East’.

MONU: In 1989, the Czech Republic gained independence
and became an independent nation state. The city of
Teplice was no longer located in the middle of the so-
called “Ostblock”, but directly at the border with a reuni-
yed Germany. What impact did this shift have on the city
of Teplice?

Jaroslav Kubera: Unfortunately, the border which we have
today, was the border with the former German Democratic
Republic before. As today the unemployment rate in the
former German Democratic Republic is the same as it is
here, the situation did not change very much. The hope

of a labor- exchange, | mean people traveling to work in
Germany, was never really realized. People in the Czech
Republic also feel deeply rooted in their region. So the
idea of mobility — I mean the dream of people traveling
across the border to get a job somewhere else - was a bit
of an illusion.

MONU: What are the biggest differences between the city
of Teplice and the city of Kladno 2, which is of a similar size,
but is located in the very center of the country and close to
Prague?

Jaroslav Kubera: The cities are quite similar at yrst sight.

Both of them are located in industrial areas, although there




is less industry in our region. There is actually only one
huge industrial company in the region of Teplice. But Kladno

has a great advantage as it is directly connected to Prague
— the capital city. And most of the people who were jobless
in the nineties found a job in Prague.

here complain about their salaries, but once they rise to
the level of other countries the price level will change along
with it.

MONU: What would you say has been the biggest impact of
its closeness to the border on the city?

Jaroslav Kubera: Generally speaking there is nothing special,
but one thing is true, that Czech prostitutes have had a lot
of clients from Germany. And maybe due to being a border
town, we have more transport — particularly heavy trans-
port.

MONU: What inpuence do cheap products such as cheap gas,
cheap food and cheap sex have on the shape of the city of

Teplice?

Jaroslav Kubera: The question is what is cheap? If we look
at Czech salaries, some people say that they are reaching
the level of capitalistic countries. But this is not exactly true.
What is therefore cheap about the prices of the products?
For example: electricity here costs 9 cents per kWh and in
Germany it costs 26 cents. So we are getting closer to the
German prices, but haven't reached them yet. Some people

MONU: But nobody can deny that a lot of Germans cross
the border into the Czech Republic to buy products, which
are cheaper there than in Germany.

Dancing women in Teplice '
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